
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, April 20, 2016. Present were Eldon 

F. Moreira, Vice Chairman; Jerry D. Lawrence, Clerk, and Anthony J. Kinahan. Also present 

was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Mr. Gary Keith, Chairman of the School Building Committee. 

Ms. Louise Cartwright, owner of Pump N Jump 

Ms. Mary Wynne-Yee, of the Open Space and Recreation Committee 

Ms. Jan Underhill, 307 West Center Street 

 

Mr. Moreira stated that the list of matters on the agenda are those reasonably anticipated by the 

Chair, which may be discussed at the meeting and that other items not listed may be brought up 

for discussion to the extent permitted by the law. 

 

Mr. Lawrence welcomed Mr. Kinahan and congratulated him on winning the election. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to nominate Mr. Moreira as the Chairman. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan 

and so voted. Moreira, abstained; Lawrence, yes; Kinahan, yes. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to nominate Mr. Lawrence as the Vice Chairman. Seconded by Mr. 

Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Mr. Lawrence as the Parking Clerk. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that Mr. Moreira serve as the signatory for Road Cut Permits and Mr. 

Kinahan serve as the signatory for SERSG contracts. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted 

unanimously.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to nominate Mr. Kinahan as Clerk. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the application for automatic amusement devices and other games for Pump 

N Jump to be located at 828 North Main Street. Ms. Louise Cartwright, owner of Pump N Jump, 

said that they are an entertainment, amusement, birthday party and inflatable fun center with 

games and open jump times. She said in the future, they are hoping to add concessions but right 

now they have pre-packaged food available. Ms. Cartwright said that they have been in business 

for six years in Kingston and three years in the Silver City Galleria Mall. Mr. Moreira asked if 

there had been any problems at those establishments. Ms. Cartwright said that they have not had 

many problems at all and that they have a great safety record. Ms. Cartwright said the hours of 

operation would be 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Monday through Saturday and 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. on Sunday. She said they have birthday parties at any time and open jump whenever they 

are open.  

 



Mr. Lawrence noted that only one vacancy remains in the West Bridgewater Plaza on the town's 

north side. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the license for automatic amusement devices and other 

games for Pump N Jump to be located at 828 North Main Street. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence asked when they would be open. Ms. Cartwright said they would be open in a 

month to six weeks. She said their website is www.pumpnjump.com and that they would be 

posting an opening date there. 

 

At 7:10 p.m., Ms. Cartwright left the room. 

 

Mr. Gary Keith, Chairman of the School Building Committee, updated the Board on the School 

Building Committee's request for a  site plan review for a 300-seat bleacher system. He said that 

the MSBA does not reimburse money for any funds spent on athletic fields. He said due to code 

requirements, there must be a restroom facility on site to install bleachers. Mr. Keith said that the 

Committee voted under false information to install temporary bleachers and remove the 

bathroom facility. He said a few months ago, the Committee realized that temporary bleachers 

are not exempt from the code requiring restroom facilities. He said there is about $2 million in 

funds left over from the whole project. Mr. Keith said the Committee voted to use these surplus 

funds to install a 300-seat fixed bleacher and that their application for the Site Plan Review is 

being heard by the Planning Board on May 4. He said the bid estimate is $1.3 million for an 800 

square-foot building with concessions, restrooms, bleachers and lighting.  

 

Mr. Bernie Lynch, of Community Paradigm Associates, entered the room at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Mr. Keith said the project should be completed by the end of July with August as a buffer month. 

He said Superintendent of Schools Patty Oakley is coordinating home games to be at the end of 

the season. He said the turf is multipurpose and can be used for football, soccer and field hockey. 

Mr. Moreira asked if the scoreboard was included in the price. Mr. Keith said that it was. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to forward comments of support to the Planning Board regarding the 

installation of the 300-seat bleachers. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted. 

 

At 7:18 p.m., Mr. Keith left the room. 

 

Ms. Mary Wynne-Yee, of the Open Space Committee, discussed the Committee's plans to hold a 

Riverwalk on River Street.  She said the Committee wants to close River Street to vehicular 

traffic so that people can bike, run and walk along the river area. She said the closure would 

extend from War Memorial Park to South Elm Street. Ms. Wynne-Yee said the Committee was 

hoping to work with the Old Bridgewater Historical Society so that people could also have 

access to the Keith House. She said they are still planning the event and are interested in working 

with other committees and boards to get people engaged in that area of Town. 

 



Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the use of River Street for the Riverwalk event sponsored by 

the Open Space and Recreation Committee. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

At 7:30 p.m. Ms. Wynne-Yee left the room. 

 

Mr. Bernie Lynch of Community Paradigm Associates and representing Colonial Power Group 

made a presentation to the Board regarding municipal electricity aggregation. He said that 

Colonial Power Group has experience with municipal aggregation and currently manage 

electricity needs for 42 communities in Massachusetts, making them the largest provider of 

aggregation consulting and brokering in the state. Mr. Lynch said the electricity companies are 

only allowed to distribute electricity and they can no longer generate it themselves. He said the 

utility companies purchase electricity and pass along the cost to the consumer. He said by 

municipalities purchasing electricity in the aggregate, residents and businesses could get cheaper 

electricity sources while still having their electricity distributed by the same utility company. Mr. 

Lynch said the goal is to get a long-term fixed rate and let the community determine how energy 

will be provided. He said consumers can opt out or opt in at any time without penalty. He said 

the community gets a price for electricity through the market and if it is a good price, the 

community can decide to go forward but if it is not a good price the community can wait. Mr. 

Lynch said the community does not commit any taxpayer funds when using Colonial Power 

Group to broker a good price for electricity. 

 

Mr. Lynch discussed the process that the Town would follow to implement municipal 

aggregation. He said Town Meeting must accept the statute to allow the Town to become an 

aggregator. He said the Selectman would then adopt an aggregation plan prepared by Colonial 

Power Group with a public input period and hearing process. He said the plan is then approved at 

the state level by the Department of Energy Resources and Department of Public Utilities. Mr. 

Lynch said after that approval, the Town is able to go to the market to solicit electricity prices. 

He said the Town can then decide whether to proceed based on the prices obtained at the market. 

 

Mr. Lynch said that the consumers are notified by Colonial Power Group. He said Colonial 

Power Group pays all of the legal costs as well. He said the opt out process is also managed by 

Colonial Power Group. He said the billing remains the same and that the utility company 

continues to manage the lines. 

 

Mr. Moreira asked why there is an advantage to using with Colonial Power Group versus going 

out to the market through a regular procurement process. Mr. Lynch said the energy market is 

highly complex and without adequate consulting, there could be disastrous effects if a 

community worked on the program alone. Mr. Lynch said the costs associated with notifying 

residents and advertising that the program exists are all handled by Colonial Power Group 

 

Mr. Kinahan asked what the total usage for the Town was. Mr. Lynch said he would find out and 

report back to the Board. Mr. Kinahan asked what the current rates are for a one-year contract. 

Mr. Lynch said it was between eight and nine cents per kilowatt hour. He said the energy load 

determines the prices available to the consumer. He said residents could get one rate while 

municipalities or organizations with a higher demand could get another rate. 



 

Discussion continued regarding regionalization. Mr. Lynch said that it does not result in a better 

price as all communities have different needs. He said some electricity providers have the ability 

to provide a smaller amount that could serve a small municipality, but they could not compete 

with a larger company to provide electricity to a region or group of communities. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that there is a high level of sophistication in working with the Department of 

Public Utilities as well as the need for constant interaction. He said the Town does not have those 

resources.  

 

Mr. Moreira asked if Mr. Lynch was available for Town Meeting to field questions from 

residents. Mr. Lynch said that he was. 

 

Mr. Gagne said this will be among the proposed Warrant Articles the Board would be voting on 

at the next meeting. 

 

At 8:05 p.m., Mr. Lynch left the room.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the minutes of March 9, 2016. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the minutes of March 16, 2016. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept the minutes of April 6, 2016. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the status of Chili Head BBQ. He said that the Board of 

Health revoked their food service permits but that they successfully passed an inspection and 

their permits are expected to be reinstated by the Board of Health at their meeting on April 21. 

He said the owners have met all of the compliance requirements. Ms. Mallory Aronstein, 

Assistant Town Administrator, stated that their application still has to be sent to the Alcoholic 

Beverage Control Commission for their review and will be forwarded upon reinstatement of their 

food service permits. 

 

The Board reviewed a proposed budget for FY2017. Mr. Gagne recommended an increase of 3% 

for the Network Administrator and a 2% increase for the Sealer of Weights and Measures, 

Inspector of Wires, Gas and Plumbing Inspector, Veterans Agent and for the part time clerical 

staff on boards and commissions. He said that the budget before the Board includes these 

increases.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the proposed increases for the Network Administrator, 

Sealer of Weights and Measures, Inspector of Wires, Gas and Plumbing Inspector, Veterans 

Agent and part time clerical staff on boards and commissions as submitted by the Town 

Administrator. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 



Mr. Gagne noted that the budget is balanced with a 1.5% tax increase rather than the traditional 

2.5%. He said that he had discussed his recommend budget cuts with each department that was 

affected. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the request to create a School Resource Officer position and that 

it was not included in the proposed budget. Mr. Lawrence stated that there is already a high 

police presence in the Middle/Senior High School as well as all of the schools. He said there is a 

DARE officer that dedicates a lot of time to the school system as well as on-duty police officers 

that visit each building at least once a day. Mr. Lawrence said the Town is meeting the needs at 

this time. Mr. Moreira asked about the School Department's stance on the School Resource 

Officer. Mr. Gagne said the school officials want to have a School Resource Officer but not out 

of their budget. He said the Superintendent of Schools is unwilling to sacrifice teachers in order 

to have a School Resource Officer.  Mr. Lawrence said that he would like to see it again 

proposed for the following year's budget. 

 

There was discussion regarding the Board of Assessors' request for a full time Principal 

Assessor. Mr. Kinahan said he did not see the value for making this position full time. Mr. 

Gagne said that he could not find one community east of Worcester that does not have a full-time 

Assessor. Mr. Lawrence said that he supports the position moving to full-time as long as the 

Board of Assessors formally recognizes the Principal Assessor as the Department Head. Mr. 

Kinahan said the position should be declared as the Department Head regardless of full or part 

time status. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Board will only support making the Principal Assessor a full 

time position as long as the position is specifically named the Department Head. Seconded by 

Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence discussed budget 6100 Library and the cut of $7,253. He asked if that cut will 

handicap the Library Director from moving forward with her many initiatives. Mr. Gagne said 

that the Library Director agreed with the cuts which were taken from the books and periodicals 

line. He said it is funded at the minimum percentage in order for the library to continue receiving 

state funding and accreditation.  

 

Mr. Gagne said there had been substantial increases for health insurance rates and that he has 

been conservative in estimating receipts for the Town in order to prepare for a potential increase 

in health insurance costs. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the FY2017 budget as presented and forward it to the Finance 

Committee for their review. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Discussion continued regarding extra payments on the Middle/Senior High School Bond to keep 

taxes in line. Mr. Gagne said the budget includes a $350,000 payment. He said the meals tax 

generated throughout Town is dedicated to paying off this project. 

 

The Board reviewed annual committee appointments. Mr. Lawrence MOVED to table this 

discussion until the next meeting. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously.  



 

The Board reviewed notification of an owner's intent to sell and convert land from Chapter 61A 

classification on South Street, Map 46, Lot 62, and an owner's intent to sell and convert land 

from CHapter 61A classification on North Elm Street, Map 38, Lot 76. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to take no action on either property. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so 

voted unanimously. (Mr. Gagne sought clarification on this motion. The intent of the motion is to 

not exercise the first right of refusal for either parcel.) 

 

Mr. Moreira read a proclamation for Arbor Day. Mr. Lawrence MOVED to sign the 

proclamation. Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the list of renewal applications for Antique Licenses. Mr. Kinahan 

MOVED to renew the antique licenses for Lamplighter Shop, It's a Yard Sale, One Horse Shay 

Antiques, Attic Treasures, Trading Post, Eclectic Collection and Second Hand Society subject to 

successful completion of inspection. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira discussed various issues that were brought up at candidates night before the Town 

Election. He said he would like the Housing Authority  to come to a Selectmen's Meeting to 

discuss Esther Drive.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to schedule the Housing Authority to attend a Selectmen's Meeting. 

Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira said that the Board has funds appropriated for a design study for traffic signals at 

East and East Center Streets. Mr. Moreira discussed other intersections that needed 

improvement. He said that turning left out of Crescent Street onto Route 106 by Route 24 was 

difficult and backed up traffic unnecessarily. He said that a left-hand turn should not be allowed. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to request Old Colony Planning Council to develop recommendations 

for improvements to the intersection of Crescent Street and Route 106. Seconded by Mr. 

Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Moreira stated that if he feels as he does now in April 2017, he will seek reelection. 

 

The Board reviewed an Award of Grant letter from the Stanton Foundation for the design of a 

dog park. Mr. Moreira read the letter. Ms. Aronstein stated that the grant has two parts and that 

this award of $9,322 is for design. She said the remaining funds are awarded in the construction 

phase of the grant once design is approved. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Lawrence discussed the former Hess Gas Station on the 

corner of South Elm Street and Route 106. He said the property is now an eyesore. Mr. Lawrence 

said that in the sale of Hess to Speedway, a deed restriction was placed on the property so that it 

cannot be another gas station. He said due to the proximity of wetlands to the property, if it is not 

a gas station it cannot be anything. Mr. Gagne said Speedway representatives told him they are in 



the marketing phase of selling the property. The Board agreed to have the Town Administrator 

reach out to Speedway  to get more information on the status of the property. 

 

Mr. Lawrence then discussed the school's inability to place solar panels on the Middle/Senior 

High School roof due to a clause in the Town's agreement with Tecta Solar and the solar farm on 

North Main Street. He said he would like the Board to look into removing that clause. 

 

Mr. Lawrence requested that there be an update at the next meeting regarding the status of the 

legislation the Town filed requesting two additional liquor licenses for the West Bridgewater 

Plaza. 

 

Mr. Moreira discussed working with Mayor Bill Carpenter in Brockton to improve the entire 

area.  

 

Mr. Gagne then gave the Town Administrator's Report. He said the Town is in need of Town 

Accounting services. He said he interviewed a handful of consultants with the 

Treasurer/Collector and Assistant Town Accountant. He said they agreed to hire Ms. Kathy Reed 

to be an interim Town Accountant and work part time. Mr. Gagne said she previously worked 

with the Department of Revenue and as a Town Accountant in Lakeville. Mr. Gagne said that he 

anticipates that her services would end on June 30, 2017 or until the Board decides how it would 

like to proceed..  

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify the hiring of Ms. Kathleen Reed as Interim Town Accountant to 

serve until June 30, 2017. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne discussed the Community Compact program and signing event. Mr. Gagne said the 

Town sought assistance for installing street lights at East and East Center Street, installing 

sidewalks and bringing sewer infrastructure to the Manley Street area from Brockton. He said the 

state approved the Town's request for assistance with installing sidewalks and bringing in sewer 

infrastructure.  Mr. Gagne said that the Board must assign a signatory to attend the signing 

ceremony on April 21. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to appoint Mr. Moreira as the signatory for the Community Compact. 

Seconded by Mr. Kinahan and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 8:54 p.m., the Board MOVED to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MGL Chapter 

30A, Section 21 (a) Exception 2: to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with 

non-union personnel, specifically the Highway Superintendent and the Assistant Vehicle 

Maintenance Superintendent. Open Session will not reconvene. Roll call vote showed: Moreira, 

yes; Lawrence, yes; Kinahan, yes. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Assistant Town Administrator. 

 

 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet - April 20, 2016 



 Application for Amusement and automatic amusement devices and other games for Pump N 

Jump, 828 North Main Street 

 Site Plan Review Application for installation of bleachers for the School Building Committee 

 Municipal Electric Aggregation presentation 

 Minutes of March 9, 2016 

 Minutes of March 16, 2016 

 Minutes of April 6, 2016 

 List of non-union, non-contractual employees with salary increase recommendations 

 Proposed Budget Cuts as recommended by the Town Administrator 

 List of those up for reappointment FY2017 

 Notice of intent to sell from Marion Gibson with recommendations from Conservation 

Commission, Planning Board and Assessors 

 Notice of intent to sell from Timothy and Karen Turner with recommendations from Conservation 

Commission, Planning Board and Assessors 

 Arbor Day Proclamation 

 List of Antique Licenses for renewal 2016 

 Award of Grant letter from Stanton Foundation 

 Resume for Ms. Kathleen Reed, proposed Interim Town Accountant 

 Community Compact and application 

 


